
Minutes of the fourth Sherwood Forest Lake District  
Annual District Meeting June 14, 2013
Pursuant to the foregoing warrant, the third Annual District Meeting of the Sherwood Forest Lake District was called at 1:00 PM at the Becket Town Hall by Mr. Robert T. Ronzio the District’s Clerk. Mr. Ronzio introduced himself and announced that according to the district bylaws and in the absence of Mr. Steve Rosenthal the District’s FY2012 duly elected moderator he would act until a new moderator was elected. He then read the preamble to the published and posted Annual District Meeting warrant to all those assembled.  As his first order of business he verified that a quorum was present by obtaining a count of those from the district’s registrar. Mr. Robert Ronzio, the district clerk, indicated that 213 eligible proprietor voters were present in person or represented by proxy and this number exceeded the district’s bylaw quorum requirement of fifty (50). With the quorum requirement satisfied Mr. Ronzio officially called the meeting to order at 1:05 PM and proceed to the matter at hand and moved to read the first article.  

The following articles were read and voted on in turn:

Mr. Ronzio read 
Article 1: To see if the District proprietors will vote to elect a moderator, who should, but not need be, a proprietor of the District. Said newly elected moderator shall again certify to the Annual District meeting that a quorum, consisting of a majority of the proprietors of the district and/or their proxies is present.











Majority Vote Required

Mr. Ronzio called for names of individuals to be placed in nomination to district moderator for FY2015.  A motion was made and seconded to nominate Mr. Steve Rosenthal as moderator. Mr. Rosenthal accepted the nomination. Mr. Ronzio twice called for additional nominations. No other named were advanced. After a short discussion Mr. Ronzio closed the ballot and called for the vote. The vote to elect Mr. Steve Rosenthal was Unanimous. 
Mr. Ronzio, the district clerk, swears in Mr. Rosenthal as district moderator. 

Mr. Rosenthal as moderator re-confirmed the quorum count with the district’s clerk. Mr. Ronzio stated that the total count of proprietor present in person or by proxy is 213. 
With the quorum requirement satisfied, Mr. Rosenthal officially called the meeting to order at 1:10 PM, proceeded to the matter at hand and moved to read Article 2.

Article 2: To see if the District proprietors will vote to raise and appropriate such sums of money as may be needed to defray the expenses of the District for the 2015 fiscal year as delineated in Chapter 107 of the Acts of 2010 and as set forth in the attached proposed SFLD - Operating Budget - FY2015:

Prudential Committee: Recommend





Majority Vote Required

After reading Article 2 to all present, Mr. Rosenthal asked to move Article 2. A motion is made and seconded to move Article 2. 

Mr. Rosenthal confirmed that all present had a copy of the operating budget for FY2015.  He asked those present to take a moment to briefly review the line items before them. Mr. Rosenthal placed a hold on any line item that a proprietor called out requesting further discussion. 

Line items set aside were: Article 4, 6 and 10.

Mr. Rosenthal stated to the group that they would now vote to approve all line items excluding the items that were specifically put on hold. A motion was made to accept all line items that were not put on hold. The motion was seconded. There was no further discussion. Mr. Rosenthal called for a voice vote for all FY2015 operating budget line items not placed on hold. Mr. Rosenthal stated that since there were no votes in opposition or abstentions all FY2015 operating budget line items not placed on hold were unanimously approved. 

Mr. Rosenthal returned to the line items on hold as follows:

Line item 4 - Beach and Boat Management - Mr. Rosenthal, spoke as the Beach and Boat Management superintendent. He briefly explained the improvements that the district had planned of the upcoming year to include new signage.  He stated the budget also increased because maintenance bids for mowing and sand rejuvenation are much higher. No further discussion. Mr. Rosenthal called for a vote. Line item 4 was unanimously approved. 

 Line item 6 - District Expenses -Mr. Ronzio explained the Article 6 increases, were likewise due to significant costs increases. He noted in particular that the cost for the Act mandated Annual District Meeting mailing to proprietors for postage, printing, etc. is something the district has no control over. Mr. Lerner further clarified the added costs associated with the acquisition or real property needed for the dams. No further discussion. Mr. Rosenthal calls for a vote. Line item 6 was unanimously approved.

Line item 10 - Mr. Lerner explained the increased costs related to Outsourced Expenses. He advises that these expenses have been underestimated because the district had no historical data. No further discussion. Mr. Rosenthal calls for a vote. Line item 10 was unanimously approved. 

Mr. Rosenthal stated that at this point all line items in the District's FY2015 Operating Budget had been voted upon and the budget was now fully approved.

Article 3: The moderator shall entertain nominations from the floor for District clerk/treasurer to see if the District proprietors will vote by secret ballot to elect a clerk/treasurer who must be a proprietor entitled to vote at District meetings.  The term of service shall be three years from the date of the FY 2015 Annual District meeting until the election and qualification of the clerk/treasurer’s successor. The clerk/treasurer must be bonded within ten (10) days of the assumption of office or the office will be declared vacant.






Majority Vote Required

Mr. Rosenthal explained the secret ballot process, as well as the procedures for voting. Mr. Rosenthal proceeded to the election. 

Mr. Rosenthal called for nominations for the Clerk-Treasurer position. There was a nomination from the floor for Mr. Robert T. Ronzio. His nomination was seconded. Mr. Rosenthal twice asked for additional nominations. No other names were advanced. Hearing none Mr. Rosenthal declared nominations closed and called for a secret ballot vote. The teller appointed by Mr. Rosenthal, counted all ballots placed in the ballot box, and reported the results to the moderator. Mr. Rosenthal stated that Robert T. Ronzio received 213 votes, and there were no other names or unmarked ballots cast. Mr. Rosenthal declared Mr. Robert Ronzio elected. 

Article 4: The moderator shall entertain nominations from the floor for District assistant treasurer to see if the District proprietors will vote by secret to elect an assistant treasurer who must be a proprietor entitled to vote at District meetings.  The assistant treasurer will only assume the duties of the treasurer if the treasurer’s position become vacant or if the treasurer is incapacitated and incapable of performing the duties of the office due to illness or incapacity as determined by a licensed medical professional or the courts. The assistant treasurer must be bonded within ten (10) days of the assumption of office or the office will be declared vacant.  The term of service shall be three years from the date of the FY2015 Annual District meeting until the election and qualification of the assistant treasurer’s successor.






Majority Vote Required

Mr. Rosenthal called for nominations for the Assistant Treasurer position. There was a nomination on the floor for Ms. Donald J. Moon.  His nomination was seconded. Mr. Rosenthal twice asked for any other nominations. No other names were advanced. Hearing none Mr. Rosenthal declared nominations closed and called for a secret ballot vote. The teller counted all ballots placed in the ballot box, and reported the results to the moderator. Mr. Rosenthal stated that Donald J. Moon received 213 votes, and there were no other names or unmarked ballots cast. Mr. Rosenthal declared Mr. Donald J. Moon elected. 

Article 5:  The moderator shall entertain nominations from the floor for individuals to fill three (3) prudential committee positions. The moderator will then have the District proprietors vote to elect by secret ballot three (3) regular members, each of whom shall be proprietors of the District, and none of whom may be the clerk, treasurer, or assistant treasurer, to the prudential committee from among those nominated.  The terms of service of the two elected regular members shall be three (3) years from the date of the FY2015 Annual District meeting and/or until the election and qualification of their successors. 

Prudential Committee: Recommend





Majority Vote Required

Mr. Rosenthal explained the secret ballot process, and the procedures for voting. He discussed the option of voting for each candidate separately or collectively if a slate or slates of names was (were) advanced. A short discussion took place but no objection was raised. Mr. Rosenthal proceeded with the election of prudential committee members.
A motion is made from the floor to correct a clerical error in Article 5 by amending the article.

The amendment was to change the words “two elected regular members” in the 4th line to read, “three elected regular members”. The motion to amend Article 5 was seconded. There was no discussion. The amendment was passed unanimously by voice vote. 

Mr. Rosenthal read the amended article and calls for nominations for three regular members. There is a nomination on the floor for Mr. Howard Lerner, Mr. Stewart Eldred and Mr. William Maier. The nominations for all three individuals were seconded. Mr. Rosenthal stated that as one of the named proxy holders he would cast the proxy votes for Article 5 since the other two individuals so named are nominees. Mr. Rosenthal asked twice for any other nominations. No other names or slates were advanced. Hearing none Mr. Rosenthal declared nominations closed and called for a secret ballot vote. The teller counted all ballots placed in the ballot box, and reported the results to the moderator. Mr. Rosenthal stated that Mr. Howard Lerner, Mr. Stewart Eldred and Mr. William Maier each received 213 votes, and there were no other names or unmarked ballots cast. Mr. Rosenthal declared Mr. Howard Lerner, Mr. Stewart Eldred and Mr. William Maier elected. 

Article 6: To see if the District proprietors will vote to appropriate $70,000.00 for the restoration of a dams within Sherwood Forest and for payment of any and all costs incidental and related thereto, including the costs of acquiring such interest in real and personal property as are necessary or desirable for ensuring access to, and the ability to reconstruct, operate and maintain the dams and that to meet this appropriation, the District Treasurer, with the approval of the Prudential Committee is authorized to borrow said amount under and pursuant to G.L. c. 44, § 7(7) or pursuant to c. 107 of the Acts of 2010 or any other enabling authority, and to issue bonds or note of the District thereof, and further, that the Prudential Committee and any other appropriate officers of the District are authorized to execute and deliver any and all agreements, documents or certificates that may be necessary or convenient to carrying out the objective of this motion or take any other action relative thereto. 

Prudential Committee: Recommend 





         2/3 Vote Required

A motion was made to move Article 6. The motion was seconded. Mr. Rosenthal called for a discussion of the article. 

A motion from the floor was made to amend Article 6 to correct a grammatical error and to remove the word, “a” in front of the word dams in the first line. The motion was seconded. Mr. Rosenthal called for discussion. Hearing none he called for a voice vote on the amendment to Article 6. Mr. Rosenthal declared that the amendment passed unanimously. 

Mr. Rosenthal read the newly amend article.

A motion was made to move Article 6 as amended. The motion was seconded. Mr. Rosenthal called for a discussion of the article. 

Mr. Lerner gave a brief explanation of Article 6 and what the focus of the next year will be. No further discussion. A motion was made and seconded to move on Article 6 as amended. Mr. Rosenthal called for a vote on Article 6 but noted that since a 2/3 vote is necessary for passage the vote would be by ballot. The teller who reported the results to Mr. Rosenthal counted all ballots placed in the ballot box. Mr. Rosenthal stated that Article 6 received 213 yes votes, and there were no nays or unmarked ballots cast. Mr. Rosenthal declared that Article 6 passed unanimously. 

Article 7: To see if the District as set forth in section 3(e) Chapter 107 of the Acts of 2010 will vote to authorize the prudential committee as they deem appropriate to resolve by mutual agreement a boundary line/easement with the owners or real property delineated in the attached recommended boundary line and permanent easement agreement and as set forth in the plan entitled “Sherwood Forest Lake District Mystic Isle Way & Will Scarlet Drive, Becket MA” prepared by Hill Engineers Architects Planners. The parties have a preliminary agreement contingent upon an approval by the proprietors of the District. This vote will authorize the prudential committee to enter into this agreement on the behalf of the District and execute any and all instruments as may be necessary to exchange such property and impose restrictions on said property as may be beneficial to the District. 

Prudential Committee: Recommend





2/3 Vote Required

A motion was made to move Article 7. The motion was seconded. Mr. Rosenthal called for a discussion of the article. 

Mr. Lerner recused himself from the discussion as he was directly involved. Ms. Elizabeth Goodman, the district’s attorney stated that she as the chief advocate for the district in all legal matters has been involved from the beginning when the boundary/easement problem was discovered.  She stated that she had vigorously negotiated on the district behalf with the Lerner’s attorney. She stated that there is a boundary plan available for all present to view. Ms. Goodman explained the importance of the recording a new survey plan along with the easement documentation. She was then asked several questions regarding the necessity and rationale for the settlement of this boundary line/easement issue. She continued to give additional details and stated emphatically that the proposed agreement protected both parties equitably. 

A motion from the floor was made to amend Article 7 to correct a misspelling by removing the word, “or” in front of the word real property in line 3 and replace it with “of”. The motion was seconded. Mr. Rosenthal called for discussion. Hearing none he called for a voice vote on the amendment to Article 7. Mr. Rosenthal declared that the amendment passed unanimously. 

Mr. Rosenthal read the amend article.

A motion was made to move Article 7 as amended. The motion was seconded. Mr. Rosenthal called for a discussion of the article. There was no further discussion. 

A motion was made and seconded to move on Article 7 as amended. Mr. Rosenthal called for a vote on Article 7 but noted that since a 2/3 vote is necessary for passage the vote would be by ballot. The teller who reported the results to Mr. Rosenthal counted all ballots placed in the ballot box. Mr. Rosenthal stated that Article 7 received 212 yes votes, and there were no nays and there were two (2) abstentions. Mr. Rosenthal declared that Article 6 passed with more than the required 2/3 votes needed. 

Article 8: To see if the District proprietors will vote to authorize the Prudential Committee to exclude those proprietors who have met the criteria set forth in Chapter 107 of the Acts of 2010 having submitted an Opt-Out Form or its equivalent giving the petitioner’s reason for seeking exclusion and exemption from taxation and have agreed to release any easement rights to access the lakes and beaches in the District if their request is acted upon favorably. Release easement rights does not become final until a Release of Easement Rights form or its equivalent is prepared, filed and accepted by the Berkshire Middle District Registry of Deeds and recording fees have been paid. A copy of said documentation must also be submitted to the Town of Becket’s Board of Assessors.

Prudential Committee: Recommendation annotated for each petitioner’s request
Majority Vote Required
A motion was made to move Article 8. The motion was seconded. Mr. Rosenthal called for a discussion of the article. 

Mr. Rosenthal asked Mr. Ronzio to provide the proprietors with the names of anyone who had requested and been recommended by the prudential committee for exclusion from the district.

Mr. Ronzio stated that the there was only one proprietor who submitted an Opt-Out application, Mr. John A. Gretchner who resides at 196 Wells Road. He further stated that this proprietor met the requirements for exclusion as set forth in the enabling legislation, Chapter 380 of the Acts of 2010. 
Mr. Rosenthal asked if there was any further discussion. Hearing none he advanced Mr. John A. Gretchner’s Opt-Out request for a vote.
 Mr. Rosenthal called for a vote on Mr. John A. Gretchner Opt-Out request. All votes were in favor. There were no nays or abstentions. Mr. Rosenthal declared the vote unanimous. 

Mr. Ronzio stated that Ms. John A. Gretchner would be advised of the decision by the proprietors and further that he needed to proceed to the Registry of Deeds to complete the action by filing his Release of Easement Rights.

Mr. Rosenthal announced that the earlier suspended prudential committee meeting would reconvene upon the adjournment of the Annual District Meeting. 

A motion was made to adjourn. The motion was seconded. The FY2015 Annual District Meeting was declared adjourned by Mr. Rosenthal.

Respectfully submitted,

Robert T. Ronzio
Clerk &Treasurer
Sherwood Forest Lake District

