COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS


Sherwood Forest Lake District

Prudential Committee Meeting

Date Saturday, February 14, 2014
Time: 10:00 AM
Location: Becket Town Hall

557 Main Street, Becket, MA 01223

DRAFT MEETING MINUTES 
Committee Members present: Howard G. Lerner (Chair), Vernice D. Cowell, Elise L. Fitzsimmons and, Dennis B. Guerri and Clerk/Treasurer Robert T. Ronzio. 

Committee Members absent: Stuart R. Eldred (Vice Chair), William F. Maier, Nancy J. Fishell, and Stanley C. Taylor (Alternate).
Public Present: Mr. David Bonney.
Location: Becket Town Hall, 557 Main Street, Becket, MA 01223

Introduction - Mr. Lerner opened the meeting with a call to order at 10:05 AM and announced that parliamentary procedural rules previously adopted will regulate and conduct of the meeting in accordance with the provisions of the Open Meeting Law (OML), other pertinent Massachusetts general laws, the by-laws of the district and local customs and traditions. Mr. Lerner asked if anyone would like to have the entire rules and regulations read aloud. Hearing no response, he dispensed with the remainder of the reading, noting that[image: image1.png]


 everyone present acknowledged that they were familiar with the procedural provisions of the OML. Mr. Lerner asked if anyone present planned to record the meeting. Mr. Lerner stated that he was aware that the district clerk will recorded the meeting for Mr. Ronzio’s brother. Mr. Lerner noted that there were agendas on the table for all present. He again stated that the aforementioned guidelines are being followed to insure that the district complied with the General Laws of the Commonwealth. 

Mr. Ronzio stated that agendas for the meeting are on the table. He distributed copies to those in attendance.
1. Prudential Committee Members Comments and Announcements - None.   

2. Approval of Meeting Minutes from Previous Meetings – Mr. Lerner announced that the committee would take some time to catch up on and approve some past meeting minutes. 
a. Minutes of January 10th - Committee members read and reviewed the minutes. Minor grammatical errors are corrected. Ms. Cowell made a motion to approve the minutes as presented; Ms. Fitzsimmons seconded, Unanimous Approval.
b. Minutes of January 24th - Committee members read and reviewed the minutes. Ms. Fitzsimmons made a motion to approve the minutes as presented; Ms. Guerri seconded, Unanimous Approval.
10. (moved ahead)  Public Input  - Mr. Lerner announced that wished to change the order of the agenda. The committee members present agreed. Mr. Lerner recognized Mr. Bonney. Mr. Bonney addressed the committee stating that he had heard that the SFNA has transferred all of the land held in its name to the Lake District. Mr. Lerner confirmed that was true. Mr. Bonney then asked if the Lake District had accepted the property. Mr. Lerner confirmed that the SFLD prudential committee did accept the property, which had been conveyed by deed. Mr. Bonney then stated that the Sherwood Forest Road Maintenance District would like to meet with the Sherwood Forest Lake District. Mr. Lerner replied that the Lake District would take that request under advisement.  
            Mr. Bonney next asked Mr. Lerner why exactly did the Road District need to hire a professional engineer as well as an environmental scientist (wetland biologist etc.) to work on Maid Marian Lane. Mr. Lerner explained that Mr. Bonney needed to contact the Becket Conservation Commission and specifically discuss the matter of the road erosion and collapse into Lancelot Lake with the Conservation Agent, Mr. Shep Evans. Mr. Lerner noted that Mr. Evans could explain the specifics since this is his area of expertise. Mr. Lerner also stated that the Lake District was willing to provide the Road District’s engineer with a copy of the Lake District’s topographical survey plan for that area, as it might be helpful. Mr. Lerner reminded Mr. Bonney that as long as a mitigation and remediation plan is prepared to protect the beach and associated wetlands in accordance with the Wetlands Protection Act the Lake District would be completely cooperative.
3.   Dam Management –
a. Little Robin Spillway Height (Flashboard) & Low Level Outlet Modifications - Mr. Lerner asked to table this matter, as it will be dealt with later in the spring. 
b. Lancelot Lake Survey Reports - Inlet Emergency Spillway & Outlet- Mr. Ronzio read aloud a letter from Ms. Angela Mecca, who donated $50 dollars to the Lake District in memory of her uncle. He stated there were no stipulation or condition associated with the donation as she indicated that the money could be used in any way the Lake District sees fit. Committee members briefly discuss. Ms. Fitzsimmons made a motion to put the $50 donation toward a picnic table or a bench to be placed at the Lancelot Beach, Ms. Cowell seconded the motion; Unanimous Approval. 
Mr. Ronzio was asked to prepare a thank you letter for Mr. Lerner’s signature and Ms. Cowell was asked to have this wonderful donation acknowledged on the website.

c. Lancelot Dam Easement Status  - Mr. Ronzio noted the permanent easement for the Mecca property was recorded. Mr. Ronzio then reviewed the survey maps regarding the Taylor property. Committee members agreed that the new map prepared By Hill was in accordance with what had previously been discussed and approved. Ms. Cowell made a motion to approve the new Taylor Family Nominee Trust easement survey as presented and use it for purposes of entering into negotiations with the Taylor family, Ms. Fitzsimmons seconded; motion is unanimously approved.
4.  Lake Management - 

a. Lancelot Beach Area - Maid Marion Lane Erosion Issue - Mr. Ronzio stated that this was previously discussed earlier in the meeting
b.  Mechanical Weed Cutter-
         i. Repair Status - Mr. Lerner stated that there is nothing new to report and Mr. Maier would give the committee an update at the next meeting.

        ii. Equipment Storage - Committee members briefly discussed. Mr. Ronzio again explained that Mr. Maier is not concerned about storage over the summer but he stated that some arrangements needed to be in place before next fall. 
       iii. Licensure & Insurance - Mr. Lerner this is still a work in progress. 
5.  Beach and Boat Management -
a. Beach Mowing, Grooming and Sand Rejuvenation (Spring 2015) - Mr. Ronzio stated that he saw a Town of Hinsdale legal notice regarding a mowing bid package/contract He stated that he would contact the authorities in Hinsdale to get a copy as it may prove useful to Mr. Rosenthal. 
     b.  Beach Access - Fencing and Gating - Nothing new to report. 
     c.  Beach Name Sign Posts - Nothing new to report. 

d.  North Beach - Fire Pit & Abandoned Boat Hazard/Removal - Nothing new to report. Mr. Lerner had previously stated that he would be in touch with the Becket Chief of Police in early spring. Mr. Eldred previously stated the he volunteered to speak with the DCR Environmental Police as they have dealt with this issue in other locations.
6.  Website Postings - Ms. Cowell briefed the committee on her website research. She states that the Lake District can have a more robust website, that all committee members can have direct access to, and that this site will be supported 24 hours a day for the $200 a year. She further stated that she had went ahead and bought a new domain name entitled; www.sfldbecket.org for only $12. Committee discussed the new options available to them. Ms. Cowell explained that the website will be fully supported and in the “cloud.” Committee members discussed Ms. Cowell getting together with Lucy Ferriss, the district’s Webmaster to work together on building the new website. Committee members discuss having one additional committee member, in addition to Ms. Ferriss. Mr. Lerner stated that he fully supports all that has been proposed and that once the budget is discussed and set, they can then move ahead with Ms. Cowell’s website plan. There was additional discussion about timing and keeping the old website running for a while during the transition period. 
7. Any other business to come before the Committee -
a.   Fireside Lane/Wheeler Property Status - Mr. Lerner stated that this issue is in the hands of the attorneys and he will update the committee when he gets new information.
b. Dry Hydrant Status – Nothing new to report. The town is scheduled to do the work sometime in the spring. 
8. Donations (Mecca) - Mr. Lerner noted this was already discussed.

9. Opt-Out Procedures & Applications (New: Besanceney, Prior: Powers & Discawitz) Mr. Ronzio stated that two previously approved Opt-Outs needed to be corrected and re-filed with the Registry of Deeds. Mr. Ronzio noted that Besanceney submitted a new application that met the Special Act’s Opt-Out criteria and that the committee should recommend it favorably to the proprietors at the Annual District Meeting. Committee members briefly discuss the new opt-out application and the fact that the Besanceney letter was received prior to the December 31st deadline, making them eligible to opt-out for the upcoming fiscal year. The committee was pleased to find that this application was submitted in accordance with the exacting specific requirement set forth in the act.
10. Public Input – Nothing further this agenda item had been discussed earlier in the meeting. 

11. Review Correspondence - Mr. Ronzio reviewed correspondence that the district received since the last meeting. He detailed some of the upcoming training seminars offered by FEMA’s Emergency Management Institute regarding dam safety, preparedness and risk mitigation with an emphasis on developing Emergency Action Plans. The four-day course is being held this spring in Emmitsberg, MD in May.

12. Warrant #9 FY 2015 – Mr. Lerner reviewed the warrant with the committee. The warrant approval is put on hold until the committee reconvened after the executive session. 

       Mr. Ronzio also presented a special permit exemption form that will need to be sent to Mr. Eldred for his signature. Ms. Fitzsimmons made a motion to send the discussed form to Mr. Eldred, Mr. Guerri seconded, motion passed unanimously.

       Ms. Fitzsimmons made a motion to move into Executive Session, Ms. Cowell seconded the motion. Mr. Lerner took a roll call vote:

Howard Lerner: yes

Dennis Guerri: yes

Elise Fitzsimmons: yes

Vernice Cowell: yes 

       Motion is unanimously approved with no abstentions.

13. The Prudential Committee went into Executive Session under MGL C. 30A, Section 21(a) 6, to discuss the purchase, exchange, lease or value of real property owned by the Town of Becket adjacent to Lancelot Dam and the identified on the Town of Becket Assessors Map 217 as Lot 63 & Lot 64 and Map 216 Lot 402/3.  The chair Mr. Lerner declared that an open meeting discussion may have a detrimental effect on the negotiation position of the public body. The prudential committee voted to reconvene at the conclusion of the Executive Session. The Executive session convened at 11:36 AM.
The prudential committee reconvened at 12:15 PM upon the conclusion of the Executive Session.

12. (continued) Warrant #9 FY 2015 - Mr. Cowell made a motion to approve the warrant as presented, Ms. Fitzsimmons seconded, Unanimously approval. Committee members present signed the warrant. 

      Mr. Ronzio presented a monthly budget spreadsheet showing expenditures and remaining balances by category. 

14. Adjournment - Mr. Guerri made a motion to adjourn, Ms. Fitzsimmons seconded; Meeting adjourned at 12:27 PM.

Schedule: The next meeting will be held on March 11, 2015 at 10:00 AM.

Respectfully submitted,

SIGNED: _________________________________

Robert T. Ronzio

Clerk & Treasurer

Sherwood Forest Lake District 

___________________________________________
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___________________________________________

Vernice D. Cowell
___________________________________________

Elise L. Fitzsimmons

___________________________________________

William F. Maier

___________________________________________

Dennis B. Guerri

___________________________________________

Stanley C. Taylor (Alternate)
3/9/15
2
3/9/15
1

