
Minutes of the Sherwood Forest Lake District  
Annual District Meeting June 13, 2015
Pursuant to the foregoing warrant, the fifth Annual District Meeting of the Sherwood Forest Lake District was called at 1:00 PM at the Becket Town Hall by Mr. Robert T. Ronzio the District’s Clerk. Mr. Ronzio introduced himself and then read the preamble to the published and posted Annual District Meeting warrant to all those assembled.  As his first order of business he verified that a quorum was present by obtaining a count of those from the district’s registrar. Mr. Robert Ronzio, the district clerk, indicated that 188 eligible proprietor voters were present in person or represented by proxy and this number exceeded the district’s bylaw quorum requirement of fifty (50). With the quorum requirement satisfied Mr. Ronzio officially called the meeting to order at 1:03 PM and proceed to the matter at hand and moved to read the first article.  

The following articles were read and voted on in turn:

Mr. Ronzio read 

Article 1: To see if the District proprietors will vote to elect a moderator, who should, but not need be, a proprietor of the District. Said newly elected moderator shall again certify to the Annual District meeting that a quorum, consisting of a majority of the proprietors of the district and/or their proxies is present.











Majority Vote Required

Mr. Ronzio called for names of individuals to be placed in nomination to district moderator for FY2015.  Mr. Lerner made a motion to nominate Mr. Steve Rosenthal. Ms. Cowell seconded the motion. A motion having been made and seconded Mr. Ronzio proceeded to ask Mr. Rosenthal if he would accept the nomination. Rosenthal. Mr. Ronzio twice called for additional nominations. No other named were advanced. After a short discussion Mr. Ronzio closed the ballot and called for the vote. The vote to elect Mr. Steve Rosenthal was Unanimous. 
Mr. Ronzio, the district clerk, swore in Mr. Rosenthal as District Moderator. 

Mr. Rosenthal as moderator re-confirmed the quorum count with the district’s clerk. Mr. Ronzio stated that the total count of proprietor present in person or by proxy is still 188. 
With the quorum requirement satisfied, Mr. Rosenthal officially called the meeting to order at 1:07 PM, proceeded to the matter at hand and moved to read Article 2.

Article 2: To see if the District proprietors will vote to raise and appropriate such sums of money as may be needed to defray the expenses of the District for the 2016 fiscal year as delineated in Chapter 107 of the Acts of 2010 and as set forth in the attached proposed SFLD - Operating Budget - FY2016:

Prudential Committee: Recommend





Majority Vote Required

Mr. Ronzio moved to advance the budget as presented, Mr. Lerner seconded. 

Mr. Rosenthal confirmed that all present had a copy of the operating budget for FY2016.  He asked those present to take a moment to briefly review the line items before them. Mr. Rosenthal stated he would place a hold on any line item that a proprietor called out requesting further discussion. 

Several proprietors in attendance asked to set aside line items 2, 8, and 14 for further discussion.

Mr. Rosenthal stated to the group that they would now vote to approve all line items excluding the items that were specifically put on hold. The specific line items to be voted upon were: 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13. A motion was made to accept all line items that were not put on hold. The motion was seconded. There was no further discussion. Mr. Rosenthal called for a voice vote for all FY2016 operating budget line items not placed on hold. Mr. Rosenthal stated that since there were no votes in opposition or abstentions all FY2016 operating budget line items not placed on hold were unanimously approved. 

Mr. Rosenthal returned to the line items previously held in the order in which they appeared in the warrant. Mr. Rosenthal asked for discussion on Line Item 2. 

Line Item 2 – Dam Management - Mr. Eldred as the Dam Superintendent explained the need for the increase in the upcoming fiscal year.  He stated it was a one-time expense to hire a dam engineer to prepare engineering plans for the Lancelot Lake impoundment dam, which is the last dam that needs rehabilitation and submit them to the Office of Dam Safety. Not other discussion occurred.

Line Item 8 – Insurance - Mr. Lerner addresses the insurance issue. He explained that with the SFNA dissolving the liability insurance costs would fall directly to the Lake District and thus the increase. Some additional discussion took place as to why the SFNA was dissolving but everyone realized it that donations could no longer justify their existence. 
Line Item 14  – RAN/BAN - Mr. Ronzio noted that Line Item 14 is directly related, to the first two dam projects. He briefly explained the loan pay back process likening it to a fixed mortgage payback. The $36,953 amount is a fixed payment that will be due to the USDA annual to pay back the monies advanced by the federal government at a fixed 3.50% interest rate for the next thirty-eight years.
Mr. Rosenthal called additional discussion. Hearing none he called for the vote on line items 2, 8, and 14. A motion is made by Mr. Eldred to approve all line items as presented. Mr. Lerner seconded. Unanimous Approval.
Mr. Rosenthal stated that at this point all line items in the District's FY2016 Operating Budget had been voted upon and the budget was now fully approved.

Mr. Rosenthal explained the secret ballot process, as well as the procedures for voting. 
Mr. Rosenthal then proceeded to the election of prudential committee officers Article 3 and read the following:
Article 3:  The moderator shall entertain nominations from the floor for individuals to fill two (2) prudential committee positions. The moderator will then have the District proprietors vote to elect by secret ballot two (2) regular members, each of whom shall be proprietors of the District, and none of whom may be the clerk, treasurer, or assistant treasurer, to the prudential committee from among those nominated.  The terms of service of the two (2) elected regular members shall be three (3) years from the date of this Annual District meeting and/or until the election and qualification of their successors. 







Majority Vote Required
Mr. Rosenthal called for nominations for the two (2) prudential committee positions. There was a nomination from the floor by Mr. Lerner who nominated Vernice Cowell and Dennis Guerri. His nomination was seconded. Mr. Rosenthal twice asked for additional nominations. No other names were advanced. Hearing none Mr. Rosenthal declared nominations closed and called for a secret ballot vote. The district clerk counted all ballots placed in the ballot box, and reported the results to the moderator. Mr. Rosenthal stated that Vernice Cowell and Dennis Guerri both received 191 votes and there were no other names or unmarked ballots cast. Mr. Rosenthal declared Vernice Cowell and Dennis Guerri elected. 

Mr. Rosenthal proceeded to the election of prudential committee alternate officers Article 4.
Article 4:  The moderator shall entertain nominations from the floor for one (1) alternate prudential committee member. The moderator will then have the District proprietors vote to elect by secret ballot one (1) alternate member, who shall be a proprietor of the district, but who may not be the clerk, treasurer, or assistant treasurer, to the prudential committee from among those nominated.  The term of service for the elected alternate member shall be three (3) years from the date of this Annual District meeting and/or until the election and qualification of a successor. 




 


Majority Vote Required

Mr. Lerner nominated Mr. Stanley Taylor, Mr. Ronzio seconded. Mr. Taylor stated that he would accept the nomination. . Mr. Rosenthal twice asked for additional nominations. No other names were advanced. Hearing none Mr. Rosenthal declared nominations closed and called for a secret ballot vote. Mr. Ronzio collected and counted the ballots, announced that there are 191 votes for Mr. Taylor and there were no other names or unmarked ballots cast. Mr. Rosenthal declared Mr. Stanley Taylor elected. 

Mr. Rosenthal proceeded to Article 5.
Article 5: To see if the District as set forth in section 3(e) Chapter 107 of the Acts of 2010 will vote to authorize the prudential committee to enter into an agreement to transfer Parcel A substantially as shown on the attached sketch plan entitled “Sherwood Forest Lake District Lancelot Spillway Plan Sir Galahad Drive, Becket MA” prepared by Hill Engineers Architects Planners in consideration of the grant of a permanent easement to the recipient of Parcel A.  The permanent easement is necessary to permit the District access to repair and maintain the dam on Lancelot Lake and related facilities. The parties have reached a preliminary land transfer and easement agreement, attached, which is contingent upon approval by the proprietors of the District. An affirmative vote will authorize the prudential committee to enter into the agreement on the behalf of the District in substantially the same form as the preliminary agreement and to execute any and all documents as may be necessary or proper to complete this transaction. 
Prudential Committee: Recommend





2/3 Vote Required
Mr. Lerner made a motion to approve Article 5 as presented, Mr. Ronzio seconded. Mr. Ronzio offered a copy of the related documents to those present. A brief discussion of the sketch prepared by Hill Engineers Architects Planners is made by Mr. Lerner. Mr. Rosenthal asked if there were any further questions. Hearing none he called for the vote. Mr. Lerner stated that the 2 proxy votes from Mr. Taylor would be abstentions; Mr. Ronzio announces that there are 189 votes to approve and 2 votes of abstention for a total vote count of 191 votes cast. Mr. Rosenthal declared Article 5 passed as the total number of votes cast exceeded the 2/3 requirement of 127 votes needed for passage.  
Mr. Rosenthal proceeded to Article 6.
Article 6: To see if the District as set forth in section 3 (e) Chapter 107 of the Acts of 2010 will vote to authorize the Prudential Committee as they deem appropriate and as beneficial to the District to secure ownership of public facilities and to exchange an equivalent amount of land bordering Lancelot Lake substantially as shown on the Plan entitled "Sherwood Forest Lake District Lancelot Dam Plan Whistling Arrow Lane, Becket, MA" prepared by Hill Engineers and Architects Planners and attached to this warrant . An affirmative vote will authorize the Prudential Committee to enter into negotiations with the property owner, and execute an agreement on behalf of the District to exchange property and execute any and all documents as may be necessary or proper to complete this transaction. 
Mr. Lerner motioned to table Article 6, Mr. Ronzio seconded. Mr. Lerner noted that the parties involved with this land exchange had not corresponded with the district in some time. Proprietors entered the discussion and stressed vehemently that rather than wait an additional year an affirmative vote if passed would enable the prudential committee to proceed on behalf of the district. Mr. Lerner stated in light of the discussion he would withdraw his motion. A motion is then made by Mr. Lerner to approve Article 6 as presented, Mr. Ronzio seconded. Mr. Rosenthal calls for the vote; Mr. Ronzio collected and counted the ballots, announced that there are 191 votes for and and there were no unmarked ballots or other ballots cast.  Mr. Rosenthal declared Article 6 passed unanimously and the total number of votes cast exceeded the 2/3 requirement of 127 votes needed for passage. 
Mr. Rosenthal proceeded to Article 7.

Article 7: To see if the District Proprietors will vote to exclude those proprietors who have been recommended by the Prudential Committee on the attached list as having met the criteria set forth in Section 21 of Chapter 107 of the Acts of 2010, including submitting an Opt-Out form or its equivalent stating the reason for exclusion and exemption from taxation and having agreed to release any easement rights to access the lakes and beaches in the District if their request is acted upon favorably. The Prudential Committee may charge a reasonable fee to the petitioner in order to verify that petitioner is the record titleholder for the parcel. The exclusion from taxation does not become final until a release of easement rights acceptable to the Prudential Committee is recorded in the Berkshire Middle Registry of Deeds and petitioner has paid the recording fees. A copy of the recorded release and vote of the Prudential Committee also must be filed with the Town of Becket's Board of Assessors by the petitioner.  
Prudential Committee: Recommendation annotated for each petitioner's request.  
Majority Vote Required
Mr. Rosenthal asked Mr. Ronzio to give a brief explanation of the various components to Article 7 and to provide the proprietors with the names of anyone who had requested and been recommended by the prudential committee for exclusion from the district. 
Mr. Ronzio stated that Gerard and Catherine Grondin, 43 Minstrel's Way (Lot 022/216.0-0016-0000.D  43 Minstrels Way & Lot 022/216.0-0017-0000.D  0 Minstrels Way)  and Michael and Jennifer Beschany of 246 Jester's Lane & 0 Bowman's Lane (Lot 022/216.0-0100-0000.D  246 Jesters Ln & Lot 022/216.0-0091-0000.D  0 Bowmans Ln) each had submitted the appropriate Opt-Out documentation to the prudential committee and that the prudential committee had reviewed each application to ensure that it met the requirements for exclusion as set forth in the enabling legislation, Chapter 380 of the Acts of 2010 for each designated parcel.
Mr. Rosenthal asked if there was any further discussion. Hearing none he called for a vote on Gerard and Catherine Grondin’s Opt-Out requests provided that the Grondin’s complete the necessary paperwork at the Berkshire Middle District Registry of Deeds. All votes were in favor. There were no nays or abstentions. Mr. Rosenthal declared the vote unanimous and stated that Gerard and Catherine Grondin properties were now excluded from the District pending their filing of the Release of Easement Rights documentation with Berkshire Middle District Registry of Deeds. 

Mr. Ronzio stated that Gerard and Catherine Grondin would be advised by first class mail of the decision by the proprietors stating that Gerard and Catherine Grondin needed to proceed to the Registry of Deeds to complete the action by filing his Release of Easement Rights for each property owned.
Mr. Rosenthal asked if there was any further discussion. Hearing none he called for a vote on Michael and Jennifer Besanceney’s Opt-Out requests provided that the Besanceneys complete the necessary paperwork at the Berkshire Middle District Registry of Deeds. All votes were in favor. There were no nays or abstentions. Mr. Rosenthal declared the vote unanimous and stated that Michael and Jennifer Besanceney’s property was now excluded from the District pending their filing of the Release of Easement Rights documentation with Berkshire Middle District Registry of Deeds. 

Mr. Ronzio stated that Michael and Jennifer Besanceney would be advised by first class mail of the decision by the proprietors stating that Michael and Jennifer Besanceney still needed to proceed to the Registry of Deeds to complete the action by filing their Release of Easement Rights for each property owned.

Mr. Rosenthal asked again if there was any further discussion regarding authorizing and giving the prudential committee the right to charge a reasonable fee to any Opt-Out petitioner in order to verify that petitioner is the record titleholder for the parcel in question and furthermore that exclusion from taxation does not become final until a release of easement rights acceptable to the Prudential Committee is recorded in the Berkshire Middle Registry of Deeds and petitioner has paid the recording fees. Hearing none he called for a voice vote. Mr. Rosenthal declared the vote unanimous.
Mr. Rosenthal proceeded to Article 8.

Article 8: To see if the District proprietors will vote to authorize the Prudential Committee to vote from time to time to apply as a claimant under Chapter 309 of the Acts of 2010 (now codified at G.L. c. 91 Section 38-43) to obtain title to vessels abandoned on property of the Sherwood Forest Lake District, and upon compliance with the requirements of said Act and receiving the title, to remove the vessel, destroy or sell it in accordance with the provisions of said Act and as may be authorized by vote of the Prudential Committee.
Prudential Committee: Recommend 
                                                                 Majority Vote Required
Mr. Lerner made a motion to approve Article 8 as presented, Mr. Ronzio seconded. Mr. Rosenthal provides a further explanation of the Article, answering questions from the public. Mr. Rosenthal called for a voice vote. . Mr. Rosenthal declared the vote unanimous.
Mr. Rosenthal recognized Mr. Lerner. Mr. Lerner stated that because of unfinished business in the Special District Meeting preceding this Annual District Meeting he needed to make a motion to continue the Annual District Meeting to a date, time and place certain that being until June 27th, immediately following the continuation of the Special District Meeting at the Becket Town Hall, Mr. Ronzio seconded, Unanimous Approval. Mr. Rosenthal accepted Mr. Lerner’s motion and called for a voice vote. Mr. Rosenthal declared the vote unanimous and that the Annual District Meeting would be continued to June 27, 2015 immediately following the Special District Meeting at the Becket town Hall.
June 27, 2015 9:12 AM Becket Town Hall - Meeting Continuation
Mr. Rosenthal, moderator, reconvened the Annual District Meeting.  Mr. Ronzio confirmed that a quorum was present in person or by proxy. Mr. Rosenthal satisfied that the quorum requirement was met Mr. Rosenthal called the continued Annual District Meeting to order. Mr. Rosenthal recognized the district clerk, Mr. Ronzio.   Mr. Ronzio stated that all of the warrant articles had been satisfied. Mr. Lerner made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Mr. Eldred seconded. Mr. Rosenthal declared the SFLD’s 2015 Annual District Meeting adjourned at 9:15 AM. 

























Respectfully submitted,
Robert T. Ronzio
Clerk &Treasurer
Sherwood Forest Lake District

